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FAMILIES  WITH  SUPPORTED  INVESTIGATIONS:  PREVALENCE  OF 
SUBSTANCE  ABUSE  AND  DOMESTIC  VIOLENCE 

APRIL,  1990 

A  statewide  sample  of  supported  child  abuse  and  neglect 
(CA/N)  investigations  from  April,  1990  was  reviewed,  that  was 
similar  to  a  sample  studied  one  year  before.1  The  purpose  of  this 
review  was  to  redetermine  the  prevalence  of  substance  abuse  and 
domestic  violence  and  to  see  if  improved  training  opportunities 
for  staff  might  have  changed  the  frequency  <t/ith  which  CA/N 
investigators  and  ongoing  social  workers  identified  substance 
abuse  and  domestic  violence  in  their  caseloads.  The  analysis  was 
intended  to  parallel  the  previous  substance  abuse  and  adult 
domestic  violence  study  in  that  sample  cases  were  pulled  for  the 
same  month,  one  year  apart  (April,  1989  v.  April,  1990)  and 
similar  data  collected. 


METHODOLOGY 

To  select  a  sample  for  the  current  study,  a  list  was  gener- 
ated of  the  1,062  investigations  of  child  abuse  and  neglect 
reports,  which  were  supported  statewide  during  April,  1990.  Nine 
hundred  and  fifty  cases  involved  families  not  previously  known  to 
the  DSS  or  were  families  with  previously  closed  cases.  A  random 
sample  of  250  supported  investigations  was  drawn  from  this 
smaller  group. 

In  July,  copies  of  the  child  abuse  and  neglect  report  (51A) , 
investigation  (5 IB) ,  current  assessment  (or  update) ,2  current 
service  plan  (or  update) ,  and  relevant  ASSIST  events  for  the 
sample  cases  were  requested  from  twenty-six  DSS  Area  Offices  and 
nine  PAS  Agencies.  Ninety-two  percent  (231)  of  the  requested 
cases  were  received  by  the  research  and  evaluation  staff  and 
contained  sufficient  information  for  data  collection  and  analy- 
sis. 

Case  characteristics  and  data  on  the  prevalence  of  substance 
abuse  and  adult  domestic  violence  in  the  families  are  presented 
in  the  following  pages.  Comparisons  to  findings  from  the  previous 
(1989)  study  are  drawn  where  pertinent. 
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Substance  Abuse  and  Family  Violence,  Part  2.  Massachusetts 
Department  of  Social  Services,  January,  1990. 

Updates,  rather  than  full  service  plans  and  assessments  are 
done  when  a  reopened  case  has  been  closed  for  less  than  six 
months . 


RESULTS 

Case  Characteristics  of  the  Sample.    The  231  cases  in  this  study 
involved  523  children  or  2 . 3  children  per  family  (Table  1). 
Sixty-eight  percent  (357)  of  the  children  in  these  families  were 
reported  to  the  Department  due  to  abuse  and/or  neglect  and  70% 
(365)  were  supported.3  The  median  age  of  supported  children  was 
six.  The  median  age  of  their  mothers  was  thirty,  compared  to  a 
median  age  of  37  in  1989.  Slightly  more  than  half  (53%)  of  the 
mothers  in  the  1990  statewide  sample  were  between  twenty-four  and 
thirty-three  years  old.  The  families  were  59%  white,  17%  black 
and  16%  Hispanic. 

At  the  time  of  the  51A  report,  most  (89%)  families  were 
living  in  their  own  apartments  or  homes.  Eight  percent  were 
living  with  relatives,  and  three  percent  were  at  hotels,  motels, 
or  shelters. 


A  little  over  half  (56%)  of  the  families  included  two 
adults,  but  not  necessarily  both  parents.  Thirty-three  percent 
were  families  with  a  single  adult  in  the  home.  Eleven  percent  had 


three  or  four  adults  in  the  home, 
present. 


39%  of  homes  had  two  parents 


Mothers  were  present  in  93%  of  the  cases  reviewed,  up  from 
the  89%  documented  in  the  previous  statewide  analysis.  Fathers 
were  present  in  the  same  proportion  for  both  studies  (44%  and 
45%).  The  mothers1  boyfriends  and  female  relatives  were  each 
present  in  14%  of  the  1990  cases  (Table  1) . 


TABLE  1. 


SUBSTANCE  ABUSING  FAMILIES  COMPARED  TO  ALL  FAMILIES 
WITH  SUPPORTED  INVESTIGATIONS  OF  ABUSE  AND  NEGLECT 

APRIL  1990  SAMPLE 


VARIABLES 


SUBSTANCE 

ABUSING  FAMILIES 

120 

26% 

28% 

23% 

23% 

ALL  FAMILIES 


NO.  FAMILIES  IN  SAMPLE 
Western  Mass. 
Northeast  Mass. 
Southeast  Mass. 
Boston/Brookline 


231 
23% 
27% 
28% 
22% 


Investigators  may  identify  other  abused  and/ or  neglected 
children  in  the  family,  who  were  not  initially  reported,  explain- 
ing why  the  number  of  children  supported  is  larger  than  the  number 
of  reported  children. 


Table  1.  cont. . . 

SUBSTANCE 
VARIABLES ABUSING  FAMILIES ALL  FAMILIES 

CHILDREN 

No.  In  Cases  274  523 

No.  (%)  Reported  200(73%)  357(68%) 

No.  (%)  Supported  205(75%)  365(70%) 

Avg.  No.  Per  Family  2.3  2.3 

Median  Age  5.0  6.0 

MOTHER'S  MEDIAN  AGE  3  0yrs  3  0yrs 

ETHNICITY 

White  63%  59% 

Black  20% 

Hispanic  13% 

Other/Unk. /Multi-racial  4% 

NO.  ADULTS  IN  FAMILY 
One  32% 

Two 
Three 
Four 

ADULTS  IN  HOME 
Mother / Stepmother 
Father / Stepfather 
Boyfriend 
Female  Relative 

FAMILY'S  LIVING  SITUATION 
Home /Apt. 
Rel. /Friend 
Hotel/Motel 
Other 

REPORTERS 

Medical  21%  20% 

School/Day  Care4  18%  28 

Criminal  Justice  17%  13 

DSS/ Other  Mandated  12%  13% 

Self/Family  16%  13% 

Other  Non-Mandated  16%  13 : 


55% 

10% 

3% 

111(93%) 

49(41%) 

27(23%) 

16(13%) 

84% 

12% 

2% 

2% 

21% 

18% 

17% 

12% 

16% 

16% 

17% 

16% 

8% 

33% 

56% 

9% 

2% 

214(93%) 

102(44%) 

33(14%) 

33(14%) 

89% 

8% 

2% 

1% 

9. 


■o 


1989:  day  care  reporters  included  with  "Other  Mandated" 
[reporters];  1990:  day  care  included  with  "School/Day  Care." 


Table  1.  cont. . . 


VARIABLES 


SUBSTANCE 
ABUSING  FAMILIES 


ALL  FAMILIES 


SUPPORTED  CONDITIONS 
Neglect 

Physical  Abuse 
Emotional  Maltreatment 
Sexual  Abuse 
Other 

SUBSTANCE  ABUSERS 
Mother 
Father 
Boyfriend 
Other  Adults 
Child 

SUBSTANCES 
Alcohol 
Cocaine 
Heroin 
Other /Unspecified 


73% 

61% 

27% 

34% 

28% 

23% 

9% 

15% 

3% 

3% 

69% 

36% 

37% 

19% 

23% 

12% 

10% 

5% 

6% 

4% 

75% 

39% 

41% 

21% 

8% 

4% 

41% 

21% 

an  100% 

due  to  duplication 

NOTE:  Percentages  may  add  to  more 


Family  members  and  relatives  were  more  likely  to  report 
child  abuse  and  neglect  to  the  Department  this  year  (13%)  than  a 
year  ago  (4%) .  Child  neglect  continues  to  be  the  most  frequently 
named  condition  and  is  higher  compared  to  last  year  (Figure  1) . 

Prevalence  of  Substance  Abuse.    Fifty-two  percent  (120)  of  the 
231  cases  examined  in  this  study  involved  families  where  one  or 
more  adults  were  identified  as  substance  abusers  (Figure  2  and 
Table  2) .  This  compares  to  59%  a  year  ago,  a  decrease  thought 
attributable  to  a  difference  in  methodology  between  studies.5 
Despite  this  overall  downturn,  identified  cocaine  use  rose 
slightly  over  last  year. 

There  were  274  children  -  73%  of  the  reported  children  and 
75%  of  the  supported  children  -  who  were  affected  in  some  manner 
by  the  substance  abuse  in  their  homes.  The  median  age  for  child- 
ren in  substance  abusing  families  was  five  compared  to  six  for 


Recovering  alcoholics  and  drug  addicts  were  identified  as 
substance  abusers  in  the  1989  study.  In  the  present  study,  these 
individuals  were  identified  as  substance  abusers  only  when  their 
recovery  was  recent  and/ or  contributing  to  the  presenting  problem 
and/ or  continuing  abuse  was  suspected. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2013 


http://archive.org/details/familieswithsuppOOwhea 


FIG.   1.  TYPE  OF  MALTREATMENT  IN 
CHILD  ABUSE  AND  NEGLECT  CASES 
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FIG.  2.  PREVALENCE  OF  SUBSTANCE  ABUSE  IN 
CHILD  ABUSE  AND  NEGLECT  CASES 
APRIL  '89  COMPARED  TO  APRIL  '90 
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children  in  all  families.  Whether  in  a  substance  abusing  family 
or  not,  the  median  age  of  the  mothers  was  thirty. 

There  appears  to  be  a  higher  proportion  of  neglect  (73%  vs. 
61%)  and  emotional  maltreatment  (28%  vs.  23%)  supported  for  the 
substance  abusing  families  than  for  the  entire  sample  (Figure  1) 

The  substance  most  frequently  abused  by  adults  continues  to 
be  alcohol  -  75%  in  the  substance  abusing  families  and  39%  for 
all  231  families  in  the  sample.  Families  identified  as  abusing 
substances  show  a  5%  increase  in  the  use  of  alcohol  and  a  10% 
increase  in  the  use  of  cocaine  over  the  previous  study  (Table  2 
and  Figure  2) .6 

The  1990  data  support  last  year's  study  by  identifying 
mothers  as  the  most  frequent  (83)  users  or  suspected  users  in 
substance  abusing  families  and  the  fathers  as  less  frequent  (44) 
A  comparison  of  these  percentages  to  the  proportions  of  mothers 
(93%)  and  fathers  (41%)  present  in  these  homes  finds  that  76%  of 
the  mothers  living  in  substance  abusing  households  use  alcohol 
and  drugs,  whereas  90%  of  the  fathers  who  were  present  abuse 
substances . 


TABLE  2.  COMPARISON  OF  SUBSTANCE  ABUSING  FAMILIES  WITH  SUPPORTED 
INVESTIGATIONS  OF  ABUSE  AND  NEGLECT:  1989  AND  1990 

VARIABLES APRIL,  1989 APRIL,  1990 

NO.  FAMILIES  IN  SAMPLE 

Western  Mass. 

Northeast  Mass. 
*  Southeast  Mass. 

Boston/Brookline 

CHILDREN 
No.  in  Cases 
No.  (%)  Reported 
Avg.  No.  Per  Family 

ETHNICITY 
White 
Black 
Hispanic 
Other /Unk. /Multi-Racial 


105 

120 

30% 

26% 

25% 

28% 

26% 

23% 

18% 

23% 

229 

274 

176(77%) 

200(73%) 

2.2 

2.3 

62% 

63% 

16% 

20% 

9% 

13% 

13% 

4% 

6  The  increases  may  be  attributable  to  greater  specificity  of 
identification  by  the  social  workers. 


Table  2  cont. . . 


VARIABLES 


APRIL.  1989 


APRIL,  1990 


ADULTS  IN  HOME 
Mother / Stepmother 
Father / Stepfather 
Boyfriend 
Female  Relative 

REPORTERS 
Medical 

School/Day  Care7 
Criminal  Justice 
DSS/Other  Mandated 
Self/Family 
Other  Non-Mandated 


96(91%) 
41(39%) 
n/a 
n/a 


28% 
20% 
27% 
10% 
6% 
12% 


111(93%) 
49(41%) 
27(23%) 
16(13%) 


21% 
18% 
17% 
12% 
16% 
16% 


SUBSTANCE  ABUSERS 
Mother 
Father 
Boyfriends 
Other  Adults 
Child 


67% 
43% 
n/a 
13% 
10% 


69% 
37% 
23% 
10% 


SUBSTANCES 
Alcohol 
Cocaine 
Heroin 
Other/Unspec . 


70% 
31% 
10% 
46% 


75% 

41% 

8% 


41% 


NOTE:  Percentages  may  not  add  up  to  100%  due  to  duplication. 

In  26%  of  the  120  substance  abusing  families,  a  drug  evalua- 
tion was  a  recommendation  described  in  the  service  plan.  In  22%, 
outpatient  counseling  and  treatment  were  identified.  Self-help 
groups  (18%)  and  drug  testing  (15%)  were  also  recommended,  but 
less  frequently.  Acupuncture  was  not  identified  as  a  recommended 
service  in  the  plans  reviewed.8 


7  1989:  day  care  reporters  included  with  "Other  Mandated" 
[reporters];  1990:  day  care  included  with  "School/Day  Care." 
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Acupuncture,  however,  is  only  available  in  the  Boston  and 
Cambridge-Somerville  areas.  Twenty-one  percent  (48)  of  the 
statewide  cases  and  23%  (28)  of  the  120  substance  abusing  families 
were  from  these  areas. 
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Families  With  Infants.  Forty  families  included  in  the  sample  had 
children  less  than  one  year  old.   In  these  forty  families,  there 
were  95  children  of  all  ages,  including  forty-one  infants  with 
supported  investigations.  Thirty  (73%)  of  these  infants  lived 
with  adults  who  abused  drugs  or  alcohol.  Reports  of  neglect 
(which  include  those  filed  for  positive  cocaine  toxicologies  on 
newborns)  were  supported  on  thirty-four  (85%)  of  the  families  and 
congenital  drug  addiction  on  three. 

Whether  using  drugs  or  not,  the  median  age  of  mothers  with 
infants  was  twenty-five,  considerably  younger  than  all  mothers 
(in  the  statewide  and  substance  abusing  samples) ,  probably 
reflecting  a  larger  proportion  of  first  births. 

In  23  of  the  39  families  with  infants,  where  mothers  were 
present,  the  mother  was  identified  as  a  known  or  suspected 
substance  abuser.  Six  of  the  eleven  fathers  living  in  these  homes 
were  identified  as  using  drugs  and/or  alcohol.  Of  the  eight 
female  relatives  present,  two  abused  substances.  All  three  live- 
in  boyfriends  were  users. 

Adults  in  families  with  infants  used  alcohol  and  cocaine 
(including  crack)  equally.  In  contrast,  alcohol  was  the  preferred 
drug  in  substance  abusing  families  with  children  of  all  ages  and 
in  the  entire  statewide  samples  for  1989  and  1990  (Figure  2)  .  In 
over  half  (55%)  of  the  forty  families  with  infants,  there  was 
evidence  to  indicate  that  the  mother  used  drugs  during  pregnancy. 
Positive  toxicologies  and  the  mothers '  self  reports  were  used  as 
indicators. 

Domestic  violence  was  documented  in  thirteen  of  the  forty 
families  with  infants. 


Violence  in  the  Families.    In  3  0%  of  the  231  families,  violence 
perpetrated  against  the  mother  was  identified  or  suspected.  In  an 
additional  16%  of  the  cases,  however,  the  investigator  did  not 
address  the  issue  with  the  family  (Figure  3) . 

Domestic  violence  was  or  had  been  present  in  forty-four 
percent  (53)  of  the  120  known  and/or  suspected  substance  abusing 
families  (Figure  3) .  Twenty-four  of  the  fifty-three  families  had 
fathers  who  were  abusing  alcohol  and/or  drugs.  Sixteen  families 
included  (non-parental)  boyfriends,  who  both  used  drugs  and 
abused  their  female  partners. 

Services  described  in  the  service  plan  to  address  domestic 
violence  were,  for  the  most  part:  2  09A  advocacy  and  assistance; 
outpatient  counseling  for  victims,  offenders,  and  their  children; 
and  goals  for  the  men  to  refrain  from  woman  battering  or  for 
women  to  keep  batterers  out  of  their  homes. 


SUMMARY  AND  CONCLUSIONS 

The  overall  rate  of  identification  of  use  of  alcohol  and 
illicit  drugs  among  families  with  supported  child  maltreatment 
reports  was  not  markedly  different  in  April,  1990  from  April, 
1989.  The  slight  drop  (59%  to  52%)  is  at  least  partially  at- 
tributable to  a  tighter  definition  of  substance  abuse  used  in  the 
analysis  of  the  later  sample.  That  there  was  also  a  decrease  in 
the  use  of  "other  or  unspecified"  drugs  and  an  increased  ident- 
ification of  cocaine  (+10%)  and  alcohol  (+5%)  may  be  due  to 
several  factors:  the  training  received  by  many  social  workers  in 
the  period  between  April,  1989  and  April,  1990;  the  increased 
proportion  of  cases  from  the  Boston/Brookline  areas  in  the  1990 
sample;  and/or  the  increase  in  hospital  reports  of  positive 
toxicology  screens  for  cocaine  in  1990  (11)  relative  to  1989  (3) . 

There  were  few  other  changes  in  the  data  over  the  one  year 
period.  The  prevalence  of  past  or  current  adult  domestic  violence 
remained  the  same  from  1989  to  1990  (30%)  for  the  entire  sample, 
but  rose  for  the  substance  abuse  cases  (35%  to  44%) .  An  unex- 
plained change  was  a  near  doubling  of  the  proportion  of  non-man- 
dated reporters  (18%  to  32%)  with  a  concomitant  decrease  in 
reports  filed  by  medical  providers  and  the  police. 

Prevalence  of  substance  abuse  in  families  reported  and 
supported  for  abuse  and  neglect  of  children  has  been  examined  for 
three  cohorts  of  DSS  cases  since  December,  1988.  In  all  three 
(one  in  Boston  and  two,  statewide) ,  identification  of  abuse  of 
alcohol  or  illicit  drugs  has  ranged  from  64%  of  supported  mal- 
treatment cases  in  the  earliest  study  to  52%  in  the  most  recent. 
We  cannot  attribute  the  apparent  decline  in  prevalence  to  a  real 
decline  in  substance  abuse  at  this  time,  however,  due  to  methodo- 
logical and  other  differences  in  the  three  studies.  That  half  to 
two-thirds  of  the  maltreatment  reports,  substantiated  by  the 
Department,  are  identified  as  occurring  in  substance  abusing 
families  is,  in  itself,  a  reason  to  continue  to  educate  DSS  staff 
in  the  areas  of  substance  abuse,  family  violence,  and  their  own 
safety. 


8 


